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SUBJECT: MINISTER OF DEFENSE ON ACQUISITION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
REF: ATHENS 10009 (NOTAL) 

1 . DURING AN INTERVIEW WITH THE ATHENS DAILY 
APOYEVMATINI (PRO-GOVT) OCT 12 ON GREECE'S OVERALL 
DEFENSE POSTURE, MINISTER OF DEFENSE AVEROFF WAS QUERIED 
CONCERNING REPORTS THAT THE GOVT WAS CONSIDERING 
DEVELOPMENT OF A NUCLEAR (WEAPONS) PLANT. 

AVEROFF REPLIED "THE UTILIZATION OF NUCLEAR ENERGY FOR 
MILITARY PURPOSES IS VERY COMPLEX AND DANGEROUS. WE ARE NOT 
PREPARING TO BUILD SUCH A PLANT. HOWEVER, THIS IS CERTAIN- 
IF THE NUCLEAR ARMS RACE DEVELOPS OUTSIDE THE CURRENT SMALL 
CIRCLE, WE WILL NOT REMAIN ON THE SIDELINES. WE WILL BE AMONG 
THE FIRST TO JOIN IT." 

2. ASKED TO COMMENT ON A RECENT STATEMENT BY PASOK 
LEADER ANDREASPAPANDREOU ADVOCATING THE ACQUISITION OF 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS BY UNORTHODOX MEANS (REFTEL), AVEROFF 
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PROBLEMS. IN THIS PROBLEM, UNORTHODOX MEANS MIGHT DESTROY 
THE MAN WHO WOULD USE THEM, OR UNORTHODOX MEANS MIGHT 
EXIST ONLY IN THE IMAGINATION OF THOSE WHO DO NOT UNDERSTAND 
THE TECHNICAL ASPECTS OF THE ISSUE." 

3. APOYEVMATINI SENSATIONALIZED AVEROFF'S COMMENTS. UNDER 
A BANNER HEADLINE "EVEN ATOMIC WEAPONS, IF NECESSARY" THE 
ARTICLE PARAPHRASES HIS REMARKS TO THE EFFECT THAT GREECE 
IS READY, HAS DECIDED AND HAS THE CAPABILITY TO JOIN THE 
"CLUB" OF NATIONS ARMED WITH NUCLEAR WEAPONS IMMEDIATELY 
AS SOON AS THE DANGER IS APPARENT THAT THEIR CURRENT SMALL 
AND CONTROLLED NUMBER MAY INCREASE. SUBSEQUENTLY, THE 
ARTICLE QUOTES AVEROFF DIRECTLY STATING THAT GREECE IS NOT 
PREPARING TO BUILD A NUCLEAR PLANT. 

4. IN THE SAME PRESS INTERVIEW, AVEROFF CONFIRMED THAT THE 
GOG HAS DECIDED TO ESTABLISH A FACTORY TO MANUFACUTRE 
TANKS. HE INDICATED, HOWEVER, THAT IT MAY BE SOME TIME 
BEFORE THIS CAN BE REALIZED. RESPONDING TO A QUESTION ABOUT 
THE RELATIVE STRENGTH OF GREEK AND TURKISH MILITARY FORCES, 
AVEROFF DECLINED TO COMMENT ON A NUMERICAL COMPARISON OF THE 
FORCES BUT ADDED "THE LEADERSHIP OF THE (GREEK) ARMED 
FORCES IS EXCELLENT ON ALL LEVELS. ..IN ADDITION, THE 

POLITICAL LEADERSHIP, WITH THE PERSONAL INTERVENTION OF THE 
PRIME MINISTER, OFFERS EVERYTHING POSSIBLE. ABOVE ALL IT 
OFFERS ONE VALUABLE THING: THE GOAL TO HAVE A STRONG 
INTERNATIONAL POSITION... AND FINALLY TO HAVE INCREASED 
POSSIBILITIES FOR THE PEACEFUL SOLUTION OF OUR DIFFERENCES 
WITH NEIGHBORS." 

5. COMMENT: ACCORDING TO DAO, THE GOG ESTABLISHED A 
TANK REBUILD FACILITY NEAR VOLOS OVER TWO YEARS AGO WHICH 

IS NOW CAPABLE OF TOTALLY REBUILDING M-47 AND M-48 TANKS AT THE 
RATE OF ABOUT 300 A YEAR. ALTHOUGH IT IS A LONG WAY FROM 
REBUILD TO MANUFACTURE, IT DOES SHOW GREEK INTENT FOR 
SOME FORM OF SELF-SUFFICIENCY IN TANKS. THE REBUILD 
PLAND IS MODERN AND EFFICIENT. IT EMPLOYS OVER 1200 
TECHNICIANS WHO MIGHT EASILY BE RETRAINED FOR THE MANUFACTURE 
OF TANKS IF ALL THE OTHER REQUIREMENTS FOR SUCH AN 
ENDEAVOR ARE MET. 
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